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Here is a serious study of this m.S:o
realities that made H. mmma.n_vma.ﬁ ek
fine scholar whose far-ranging q.s_:a makes

tions that bring new and true ideas to impo

subjects. I'm proud to present this fine study of:

LORD KALVAN OF OTHERWRITERS

by

Joseph T. Major

Around 1968 Dr. Richard Hornberger, M.D.,a E&NW
cian from Maine, setout to write stories based _om,wn_w WM 5
i ili i ing the Korean War.
ervice in a military hospital during .
w rock-ribbed State-of-Maine Wnuc.c:ns.:, he mS:MMrw
affirmed traditional American values in this ioqﬂ,mwm gl
ioti licanism (though the famous mea
patriotism, Repub : e
i i = f attempted homicide,
ing with Democrats, “failure o . Wl
oomBn later), and particularly the one about grumbling civilians
in uniform.
The latter attitude seemed to be the
i d so that nove
the exclusion of the others, an : . ,
some strange fruitindeed. Itwas adapted ::.o a popular BMSN
a film reflecting Vietnam-Era New Left a._mnno:ma_:_o: -
turn, the movie generated a television series, a popu ar mm
Emm:m?._:m the gentle sensitive aware Ean-mﬁsa_:m ooa .
macho male. In turn, the Success of the TV series Spurre
mand for book adaptations.
p Well, for all that Dr. Hornberger was pleased AEM_MM
series alone, he once said, was the equivalentof N% mm”u_ c_w o
jons 2 -1 lties, that is) he was also busy.
operations a year - in royaities, I
the publishers replied, we’l .Mn youa
?oc_oam.:o %mmmm.m:on grew and flourished on its own. ‘;M
rock-ribbed State-of-Maine doctors (well, from Boston an
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Georgia too, but) were gradually pushed into the background.
Instead, a wild host of boozing Cajun oil millionaires, lusty
Russian exile tenors, harassed politicos of all sorts, jolly gay
chorus lads (this was pre-AIDS, you will note), and other exotic
and eccentric folk took center stage in the tales under that
banner, in a worldwide gallery of exotic locales.

While it is established in Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen
that its hero Calvin Morrison also served in Korea along with
Hawkeye, Trapper John, Duke, Spear-chucker, et al. and was
even wounded there, H. Beam Piper was of course neverin a
position to have anything to do with this other work, and so
never had any opportunity to do a tie-in to it with a story of
Corporal Morrison at the 4077th M*A*S*H. In those days,
shared worlds, sharecropping, completions, fan fiction, cross-
overs, and the other literary excrescences that generate revenue
for publishers were as yet unborn. (Well, maybe not cross-
overs. L. Ron Hubbard had once had one of his characters brag
about having fatally defeated Harold Shea ina duel of sorcery
- arevelation the creators chose to ignore until fairly recently.)

“They told me that if I voted for Goldwater in *64 we
would be at war in Vietnam within a year. Well, I voted for
Goldwater, and sure enough, we were at war in Vietnam within
a year.” H. Beam Piper was even more despairing than that;
combined with his parlous financial status at the time and
general depression, it was enough to drive him over the edge.
Starving and depressed, on November 5, 1964 he killed
himself. As his legacy to science fiction, he left a just

completed novel, Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen.

Fans were gratified to see Piper returning to his estab-
lished “Paratime” series, his tales of the Paratime Police who
protect their time-line from discovery of the means by which
they exploit other time-lines for the resources necessary to
sustain their exhausted resource-sparse home. This story of a
policeman from Rambo country (Author David Morell calls
the setting of his first Rambo novel First Blood “Kentucky”,
and the movie is set in the Pacific Northwest, but it is based
ontheareaof Centreand Lycoming Counties in Pennsylvania
where the Kalvan series centers) quickly became famous; then
as contracts expired and the book fell out of print, a lost classic.




R A M BB e T

74 PAPERBACK PARADE

Control of the Piper estate fell into the hands of Jerry
Pournelle, who, back when he was actually writing his own
books, wrote very much in the style of Piper. It’s not
surprising, therefore, that Pournelle should want to continue
the stories. Pournelle himself has the rights to continue Piper’s
work and has been going to bring out Son of Space Viking, the
sequel to Piper’s Space Viking, any moment now for the past
ten or eleven years.

The continuation of the Lord Kalvan story, however,
was passed to Pournelle’s associates John F. Carr and Roland
Green. Carr has written many of the introductions and done
all the editing for the recent Piper collections issued by Ace.
Itwould seem, perhaps, these admirers of Piper may have loved
him too much and not well enough.

What of the original? Back in 1960, Piper had written
a story titled “When Inthe Course”, set in his “TerroHuman”
future history, the background of the “Fuzzy” novels and of
Space Viking, telling the story of the first contact of
TerroHumans with the inhabitants of the planet Freya, a world

occasionally mentioned inthe other works of the series as being
the home of beautiful women. Campbell rejected it, and the
story evidently didn’t sell elsewhere either.

The basic idea of “When In the Course”, the story of a
struggle againsta temple hierarchy that kept power througha
monopoly on the manufacture of gunpowder, apparently still
had some merit in spite of the non-sale. The original story,
by the way, was eventually to be published in Federation, the
Piper collection from Ace Books, edited by the aforementioned
John F. Carmr, complete with an introduction by the editor
revealing all this.

Piper had had a good bit of knowledge about guns; he
had already written a mystery novel (Murder in the Gunroom)
that featured that knowledge (and General Semantics as well,
it dating back to the G.S. fad that also brought us van Vogt’s
«Null-A” series and even Dianetics), etc. If having completely
alien aliens on another planet who “just happened” to be
interfertile with TerroHumans was 00 much (this was pre-
STAR TREK) to seriously consider, how about completely
human humans from another time line? It had been a few years
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since the last “Paratime” story (“Time Crime” in 1955), but
The result of this reconsideration i
. ot ration is the story of th
“Em.mﬁ (well, aomms t fit) Corporal Calvin Morrison, N::mw”
m“_msmsa Police, sometime soldier in Korea under “Great
i:omﬁw_m:w._ m_. Truman, and student of Renaissance Warfare
ough theaccidental intervention of the Parati ice
is thrust into the War for Exterminati e cabge
: . ination of the Prin
MOmmem, partially serialized in ANALOG (as :O,”MM“-QMM
: %M»»Womuﬂgon, November, 1964] and “Down Styphon!”
, November, 1965]) and then published in full as
Lord Kalvan of Otherwhen.
Besides being a student of i
2 . : guns, Piper was a student of
Mmuh_wm%_msnw. This book reflects that knowledge, happily
e need to stop every other page fora lec . This
! . ture. This
w M“wﬂp_os :mm_.m to resist; John Masters once said he ioc_ﬁ“:_m
ch one of his novels on Indian histo
ry too much. If h
”Mm.mocﬂn A.E.r for mxmzﬁ_? that Tipoo Sahib had been in SM
o ohwm%m : M“M_n“ma his %—2 pug dog a quart of champagne for
ay, Masters said he was afraid that h
put that factoid into his novel no i s g
: matter how inappropriate i
was. Like Masters, like Pi i
5 per, the good writer will gai
understanding of how his societ el
. ; y works, and the understand
ing will reflectitself in the work. M i -
. . Most writers don’t even
”_nﬁhn__S try understanding. Though the editor’s editing
ig . w<o helped; The John W. Campbell Letters contains
one iper where Campbell discusse i
e . s the revision of “
_M\MER on :::SQ tactical problems by H. Beam Piper” Sh
mpbell thought impeded the plot flow of “Down Styphon!”
[pp. 429-431; letter of June 15, 1964] S
- In this case, though Eanam. i
> th : nding led to a classi
WM”_MW»_MM doi a society in turmoil and in extremis 8=__M
er the last resort, the ultimate in the i
undertake social change. The Pri et
: ‘ rincedom of Hostigos is und
w_ﬂﬂm_:ﬂmmﬁ Emmmca from the rich, powerful, and _.Wﬁa u:nmwn
of Styphon. These priests, whose €, ]
G ealth, pow
“ﬁo?___“mmm stems from their total control of a B&.%a BM“_M“.M
armaking are for some incom i
. prehensible reason demandi
that Prince Ptosphes of Hostigos give them the sulfur muz_“:%




